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2 note voicings

In jazz, the most commonly used chord progression is 2-5-1. If you are able to master this progression

you'll have a good majority of the jazz repertoire at your finger tips. This exercise will take you through

2 note voicings, followed by three note voicings, followed by four note voicings using the 2-5-1 progression

After practicing these voicings in the right hand, the student should pracitce the voicings in the left hand 

(as this is the hand that will be playing accompany chords while soloing in the right hand.)

For now play the root note of each chord in the left hand while playing the chord in the right.

NOTE: Some notes may be theoretically incorrect for the purpose of making the exercise

easier to read

FC BF EB GbDb GbC FC GD GC# F#C#

BEN PORTNER

2-5-1 PROGRESSIONS AND VOICINGS

 IN EVERY KEY
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AbEb AbD GD AE AD# G#D# BbF BbE AE
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BGb BF BbF CG CF# BF# DbAb DbG CG DA DG# C#G#
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EbBb EbA DA EB EA# D#A#
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2 note voicings 2nd inversion

CF BF BE DbGb CGb CF DG C#G C#F#
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EbAb DAb DG EA D#A D#G# FBb EBb EA
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F#B
Fnatural B FBb GC F#C F#B AbDb GDb GC AD G#D G#C#
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BbEb AEb AD BE A#E A#D#
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3 NOTE VOICINGS 357

FAC FAB

Now that you've mastered 2 note voicings let's move on to three note voicings

EGB GbBbDbGbBbC FAbC GBD GBC# F#AC#
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AbCEb AbCD GBbD AC#E AC#D# G#BD# BbDF BbDE ACE
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BEbGb

BEbF BbDbF CEG CEF# BDF# DbFAb DbFG CEbG
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DF#G#C#EG# EbGBb EbGA DFA EG#B EG#A# D#F#A#
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1ST INVERSION

ACF ABF GBE

BbDbGbBbCGb

AbCF BDG BC#G AC#F#
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CEbAb
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2ND INVERSION

CFA BFA BEG DbGbBbCGbBbCFAb DGBC#GB C#F#A EbAbCDAbC DGBb
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EAC#

D#AC#

D#G#B

FBbD EBbD
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GCE F#CE F#BD AbDbF GDbF GCEb ADF#G#DF#G#C#E
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BbEbG
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BEG#
A#EG# A#D#F#

?

˙
˙
˙n

n

˙

˙
˙

w
w
w

˙
˙
˙b

b
b

˙

˙
˙b

b

w
w
wb

˙
˙
˙

˙

˙
˙

# w
w
w
#
#

˙
˙
˙n

b
b

˙

˙
˙

w
w
wb

˙
˙

w
˙b

˙b

wb ˙
˙

w
˙

˙b

wb

˙
˙
˙#

˙

˙
˙

# w
w
w
#
#

˙
˙
˙n

b

˙

˙
˙

w
w
w

˙
˙
˙

b

b

˙
˙
˙ w

w
wb

b

˙#
˙

w
˙

˙

w

˙b
˙b

wb

˙
˙
˙

˙
˙

˙# w
w
w

#

˙
˙
˙

n

b
b

˙
˙

˙

w
w
w

b ˙
˙
˙

# ˙
˙

˙#

w
w
w
#
#

˙
˙

w
˙b

˙b

wb ˙
˙

w

˙
˙
˙

n

b
b

˙
˙

˙

w
w
w

˙
˙
˙

# ˙
˙

˙#

w
w
w

#

#
#

˙
˙

wb ˙#
˙#

w

5



{

{

{

{

D‹7

G7
CŒ„Š7

E¨‹7
A¨7 D¨Œ„Š7

E‹7 A7 DŒ„Š7

121

F‹7 B¨7

E¨Œ„Š7
F©‹7 B7 EŒ„Š7

G‹7 C7
FŒ„Š7

127

A¨‹7
D¨7

G¨Œ„Š7

A‹7 D7

GŒ„Š7 B¨‹7 E¨7

A¨Œ„Š7

133

Copyright © BEN PORTNER

B‹7 E7

AŒ„Š7
C‹7

F7

B¨Œ„Š7

C©‹7

F©7

BŒ„Š7

139

&

137

DFC

DFB CEB

EbGbDb
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EGD
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371

FCD
FBD

EBD GbDbEb GbCEb FCEb GDE GC#E F#C#E
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713

CDF BDF BCE DbEbGb CEbGb CEbF DEG C#EG C#EF#
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FCE FBE EBD EAD

379. For this sequence the second voicing on the major chord

is a substitution that can be used

GbDbF GbCF FCEb FBbEb GDF#GC#F# F#C#E F#BE
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AbEbG AbDG GDF GCF AEG# AD#G#

G#D#F#

G#C#F#BbFA BbEA AEG ADG
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