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The pentatonic scale (coming from the root Pente meaning five) is a five note scale. It utlilizes some of the 

stronger tones in the major and minor scales, and can be thought of as "getting to the point" or getting to the 

"meat and potatos" of the scale. Pentatonic scales are great for coming up with melodies. Many popular songs

use the pentatonic scale. They are also great for improvising. This exercise will go over the major and minor 

pentatonic scales as well as the blues scale. It is important that the student practice two octaves and not one.

The blues scale is just a minor pentatonic with a raised fifth (or tritone.) This scale is great for improvising

over blues melodies and should be practiced in every key.

1=TUMB 2=POINTER 3=MIDDLE 4=RING 5=PINKY

The fingerings listed are only suggestions

C

1

D

2

E

3

G

1

A

2

MAJOR PENTATONICS

C

1

D

2

E

3

G

1

A

2

C

1

A

2

ALL PENTATONIC SCALES, MAJOR AND MINOR, 

AND BLUES SCALES WITH FINGERINGS

BEN PORTNER

&

Db MAJOR

G

1

E

3

D

2

C

1

A

2

G

1

E

3

D

2

C

1

&

Db

1

Eb

2

F

3

Ab

1

Bb

2

Db

1

Eb

2

F

3

Ab

1

Bb

2

&

D MAJOR

Db

3

Bb

2

Ab

1

F

3

Eb

2

Db

1

Bb

2

Ab

1

F

3

Eb

2

Db

1

∑

3

&

D

1

2

E

2

F#

3

A

1

B

2

D

1

E

2

F#

3

A

1

B

2

D

3

D

&

B

A

1

F#

3

E

2

D

1

B

2

A

1

F#

3

E

2

D

1

˙ ˙ ˙
˙ ˙

˙ ˙ ˙
˙ ˙

˙
˙

˙
˙ ˙ ˙

˙ ˙
˙ ˙ w

˙b ˙b ˙
˙b ˙b

˙b ˙b ˙
˙b ˙b

ḃ
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